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BIG IDEA | When winning feels like losing...choose winning! 
  
Revela:on 2:8-11 (NLT) 
8 “Write this le;er to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the 
message from the one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but 
is now alive: 
9 “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I 
know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say they are Jews, 
but they are not, because their synagogue belongs to Satan. 10 Don’t 
be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of 
you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you 
remain faithful even when facing death, I will give you the crown of 
life. 
11 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be 
harmed by the second death. 
  
Look at Jesus, not your suffering. 
  
Revela:on 2:8 (NLT) 



8 “Write this le;er to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the 
message from the one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but 
is now alive: 
  
Listen to Jesus, not your fears. 
  
Revela:on 2:9-11 (NLT) 
9 “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I 
know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say they are Jews, 
but they are not, because their synagogue belongs to Satan. 10 Don’t 
be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of 
you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you 
remain faithful even when facing death, I will give you the crown of 
life. 
11 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be 
harmed by the second death. 
  
Isaiah 44:6-8 (NLT) 
6 This is what the Lord says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies: “I am the First and the Last; there is no other 
God. 7 Who is like me? Let him step forward and prove to you his 
power. Let him do as I have done since ancient Zmes when I 
established a people and explained its future. 8 Do not tremble; do not 
be afraid. Did I not proclaim my purposes for you long ago? You are my 
witnesses—is there any other God? No! There is no other Rock—not 
one!” 
  
Isaiah 35:3-4 (NLT) 



3 With this news, strengthen those who have Zred hands, and 
encourage those who have weak knees. 4 Say to those with fearful 
hearts, “Be strong, and do not fear, for your God is coming to destroy 
your enemies. He is coming to save you.” 
  
Hebrews 12:1-3 (NLT) 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of 
witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us 
down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 
endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this by keeping our 
eyes on Jesus, the champion who iniZates and perfects our faith. 
Because of the joy awaiZng him, he endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s 
throne. 3 Think of all the hosZlity he endured from sinful people; then 
you won’t become weary and give up. 
 
 


